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Introduction
This is a covering report within the ANEC Research & Testing project 2009 led by Ricability.  The project has comprised three parts:

· The follow up and updating of ANEC proposals for the revision of Parts 2 of EN 60335 to be submitted to CENELEC TC61 WG4;
· A review of ANEC’s achievements in developing more inclusive safety standards at the completion of the unique acceptance procedure (UAP)  on six Parts 2 within CENELEC;

· The production of seven hazards tables that identify product-specific safety issues for children and older and disabled people in a group of further EN 60335 Parts 2 standards.

The review of ANEC’s achievements forms a separate report which is submitted at the same time as this report in January 2010.  The hazards tables will be submitted in February 2010.  This report covers the final submission of updated ANEC proposals.

Updating of ANEC proposals for the revision of Parts 2 of EN 60335
This part of the project has taken into account the on-going discussions and subsequent decisions made by CLC TC61 and CLC TC61 WG4.  Members of the Ricability Project Team have participated in these committees, so have been able to support the ANEC revisions and track the activities of the committees.
During 2009 six Parts 2 of EN 60335 which ANEC had initially revised were submitted by WG4 to CLC TC61 and its sub-committees and have now progressed through UAP.  They are Parts 2.2 vacuum cleaners, 2.3 irons, 2.6 cooking ranges, 2.7 washing machines, 2.23 appliances for skin and hair and 2.52 oral hygiene appliances.  In addition revisions of Parts 2.9 toasters and 2.25 microwave ovens are currently under UAP within CLC TC61 until June 2010.
Revised ANEC proposals were submitted to WG4 meetings in June/July and December 2009.  These were revisions of Parts 2.14 kitchen machines, 2.15 kettles, 2.24 fridge freezers and 2.30 room heaters and Part 1 revisions.  WG4 is continuing to work on these Parts 2 during 2010.  Similarly ANEC’s proposals on Part 2-36 commercial cooking ranges were accepted in principle by WG4 and each Part 2 for commercial machines will be examined to ensure that these principles are reflected in their scopes and instructions for use.

The Ricability Team prepared further comments on Parts 2.14 and 2.15 revisions following discussion in WG4.

Under the current contract the Ricability Team has also followed up and updated the following Parts 2 ANEC proposals:

2.5 dishwashers

2.11 tumble driers

2.13 deep fat fryers

2.17 blankets

2.35 shower heaters

2.77 lawnmowers

2.80 fans 

The proposals have taken into account the decisions of TC61 and its WG4 as reflected in the six Parts 2 revisions which have progressed through UAP.  The proposed text changes to the standards are presented as appendices to this report on CENELEC standard user comment forms for review by relevant working groups and technical committees.  The proposed changes cover both safety issues that are common with those previously raised in reviews of other Parts 2 standards and other safety issues which are specific to these particular standards.  To distinguish between the two, the new standard-specific proposals are in red.  Also in red are proposals that differ from or are not yet agreed by TC61 WG4.

ANEC’s attention is drawn to the following features of these proposals.
All ANEC’s original proposals have covered the danger of children choking on or ingesting small parts which might detach from appliances.  CLC TC61 WG4 has consistently covered this hazard by including it in the revisions of Parts 2 as relating to ‘vulnerable people’.  In fact WG4’s definition of vulnerable people refers to disabled people and those with ‘a lack of experience and knowledge eg older children’.  In all the attached proposals we have drawn attention to this error and proposed a change in text so that the hazard correctly relates to ‘very young children’ – defined by WG4 as children less than 3 years of age.  It should also be noted that EN71 is referred to in the Parts 2 revisions.  The test cylinder used in EN71 determines whether a detached component is sufficiently small to cause a choking or ingestion hazard and replicates the throat size of a child up to 3 years of age.  We suggest that ANEC notifies the Convenor of WG4 of the error of referring to ‘vulnerable people’ and requests its correction in the revised Parts 2 which have progressed through UAP, are progressing through UAP and all future revisions to Parts 2.

ANEC’s original proposals for Part 2.77 lawnmowers were developed under the R&T Project 2005.  It has since been agreed by CENELEC that responsibility for this standard will pass from TC61 to TC116 Portable motor operated tools.  Therefore we suggest that ANEC submits the updated proposals for Part 2.77 to TC116.  Also it should be pointed out TC61 WG4’s definitions include some child age ranges which include a range of natural development stages.  ‘Older children’ are defined as 8 to 14 years old.  Whereas many 14 year olds are likely to use lawnmowers and strimmers, there is justified concern about 8 year olds using these appliances.  ANEC’s research project ‘Child Exclusion Clauses Survey’ in 2003 on European parents reporting on their children’s usage of electric household appliances indicated that their children started to use lawnmowers from an average age of 9.13 years.  We have suggested that the Part 2.77 revision includes an instruction that older children should be allowed to use these appliances only if both their stature and maturity are sufficient to control them.
Conclusion

ANEC’s work to bring about more inclusive European safety standards for electrical appliances has had notable success in the last five years.  The work of CENELEC TC61 WG4 has been unable to progress as quickly as we would have liked.  Through the current ANEC R&T project the Ricability Team has been able to update proposals to revise seven Parts 2 of EN 60335 ready for submission to CLC TC61 WG4 and TC116.
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