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The European Commission today published its long-awaited Standardisation Strategy?
which it trusts will underpin “the EU’s role as a global frontrunner in the development
of standards, supporting EU values and providing industries with a competitive edge”.

ANEC Secretary-General, Stephen Russell, welcomed the Strategy and its ambitions to help the
EU deliver the green and digital transitions, as well as supporting the resilience of the European
single market. He said,

“In its comments on the Roadmap for the Standardisation Strategy?, ANEC stressed the need
for a high-level group to build and maintain a new dialogue between the EC and the stakeholders
of European standardisation. We are therefore delighted to understand that the EC will create a
High-Level Forum to ensure European standardisation meets the needs to make the EU economy
greener, digital and resilient. Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, consumer spending accounted
for 54% of EU GDP, and so it is essential consumers are at the heart of discussions on the twin
transitions, and on how standards can support those transitions to the benefit of both business
and society”.

The Strategy also foresees the creation of an EU excellence hub on standards to provide a focus
for standardisation expertise within the EU Institutions and Member State authorities, with the
work of the hub being steered by a new Chief Standardisation Officer, nominated by the EC. It
also looks to safeguard European values and ethics in standards key to the European interest,
and invites CEN, CENELEC and ETSI to make proposals by the end of 2022 on the modernisation
of their governance to safeguard the public interest and that of society.

Commenting further, Stephen Russell said,

“The requirement for the European Standardisation System to be inclusive is unique in the world
and is worth reinforcing. A product or service that complies with an inclusive standard not only
benefits European society, but provides European business with advantage on the global stage.
We also welcome the EC recognising the need to protect European values in the development of
standards critical to the consumer interest (such as cybersecurity) and look forward to working
with the EC to achieve this, particularly noting the wish of business to align with international
(ISO/IEC) standards whenever possible”.ENDS.
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ANEC is the European consumer voice in
standardisation, defending consumer interests
in the processes of technical standardisation
and the use of standards, as well as related
legislation and public policies.

ANEC was established in 1995 as an
international non-profit association under
Belgian law and is open to the representation
of national consumer organisations in 34
countries.

ANEC is funded by the European Union and
EFTA, with national consumer organisations
contributing in kind. Its Secretariat is based in
Brussels.
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